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Survey Methodology

The Public Affairs Council sent this survey Is your organization a(n):
to members of the Political Involvement
Network (PIN) in June 2015 via the PIN
Points newsletter, which goes out to over
700 individuals. We also shared it with
grassroots practitioners in our community
via email.

Corporation

Association 26%

In all, 96 organizations participated in the 74%
survey: 71 associations and 25 corporations.

This report provides a statistical summary

of answers to survey questions. The mean is 0= 96
an arithmetical average calculated by

adding the figures in a set, then dividing the

sum by the number of items in the set.
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Key Takeaways

« Organizations contribute significant funds towards their legislative fly-ins.
The average fly-in budget for associations is $121,000 and $96,000 for
corporations.

* Holding a fly-in during fall and early summer may help your fly-in stand out
from the crowd.
The majority of organizations are holding their fly-ins in the spring months
when they are competing for both hotel space and policymaker’s attention.

 Mobile advocacy is becoming the new norm for associations while
corporations have yet to fully adopt the new technology.
Almost 60 percent of associations use a mobile app for their fly-in. By
contrast, only 29 percent of corporations have adopted this technology.

 Some organizations miss an opportunity to provide in-depth advocacy
training.
While 96 percent of organizations include a legislative/policy update, only 44
percent of organizations provide advanced advocacy training at their fly-in.
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Survey Analysis

How many fly-ins did your organization host in
Washington, D.C.,, in the past 12months?

Associations Corporations

>3
8%

>3
10%

71%
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In what month do you hold How many people attend
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Who do you target to participate in your fly-in?

Associations Corporations

Anyy/all grassroots advocates Any/all grassroots advocates

Key contacts Key contacts
Grasstops Grasstops
Facility leaders Facility leaders
State chapter leaders State chapter leaders
Other Other
0% 20% 40% 60% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
n = 66 n=22

Common “Other” responses include:

o Subject matter experts

« Key executives

* High-level PAC members

« Students and/or young professionals in the organization
« Members/employees in targeted congressional districts
* Strong employee advocates
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Do you charge a registration How much do you
fag? charge?

Associations Corporations

E & Me$a£6f7€e:

What is your total
budget for your fly-in?

Mean for associations:

o5 $121,535

Mean for corporations:
$96,000
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Who covers the expenses for your fly-ins?

Associations Corporations
Sponsoring organization - 29 Sponsoring organization _ 81%
covers everything 327 covers everything
Part;\cfg;ilﬁi(;l(évers . 8% Participant covers everything I 5%
Sponsoring org. and _ o Sponsoring org. and . o
participant split expenses 60% participant split expenses 14%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
n =60 n=21

Supporting comments include:

» (Costs are shared among communications
and government relations departments

» Corporate sponsorships are used to defer
meeting costs

* We offer a stipend for each attendee

« Participants cover travel and hotel costs
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What sessions are generally included in your

agenda?
Legislative/policy update cc T
& e Common “Other” responses
include:
e
* Regulatory advocacy updates
Basics of grassroots advocacy « Award ceremonies to champion
Advanced advocacy training members of Congress
 PAC fundraising events
Panel discussions by advocates 5 : :
« Storytelling exercises
Other State specific legislative trainings

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
n=79

Corporations and associations provided similar responses. Therefore, data is shown in the aggregate.
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what do participants manage?

Scheduling appointments

Booking travel and hotel

Developing the agenda | 1%
3%

Training/speaking
3%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
n = 80

Corporations and associations provided similar responses. Therefore, data is shown in the aggregate.

What do you manage internally, what do you outsource and

m Internal
i Outsource

m Participants

120%
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Do you use a mobile app at your fly-in?

Associations Corporations

Yes
29%

No
41%

No

Yes 71%
59%

Top 5 Features:
22 Meeting schedule (43%)  Talking points (43%) Q

©
—

_f Meeting feedback forms (35%) Congressional directory (29%)

A

l

Social media feeds (29%)
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Do you hold a PAC event at your fly-in?

Associations Corporations

No
13%

No
47%

Examples include:
* Receptions and dinners
* On Capitol Hill with lawmakers
* With invited members of Congress
* With VIP or keynote guest
* Including a raffle

Other events

Casino nights

Washington, D.C. sporting events
Monument tours

Museum tours

_‘ié Pu‘blic Affairs CounCil © 2015 Public Affairs Council




Council Resources on Fly-Ins

* If you are looking for a speaker at your fly-in to talk about
grassroots advocacy, communicating with Congress, or a variety of
other topics, Council staff can help by speaking at your event or
recommending others to you.

 We can also provide sample fly-in resources, materials and tip
sheets. This includes the following items, among many others:
— Planning documents
— Agendas
— Brochures
— Recognition and award programs
— Debriefing forms
— App information
 We also hold various programs and webinars throughout the year

where we discuss fly-in best practices. Visit pac.org/conferences for
more information.
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http://pac.org/conferences

Thank you to all who participated in this
survey.

Have questions?
Nick DeSarno
Manager, Grassroots and Communications
ndesarno@pac.org | 202.787.5971

‘ié Public Affairs CounC11 © 2015 Public Affairs Council



mailto:ndesarno@pac.org

