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Hello, nice to meet you! 

I am Inès Abbas, a passionate 
communications professional. 

Over the past 6 years, I have had the 
privilege of working with international 
NGOs such as the European Youth Forum 
and WWF, focusing on European advocacy 
communications.
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What does WWF stand for? 
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 World Wide Fund For Nature
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WWF’s mission 

To stop the degradation of the earth’s natural environment and to build 
a future in which humans live in harmony with nature by:

● conserving the world’s biological diversity
● ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 

sustainable
● promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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WWF globally in figures
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WWF European Policy Office in figures
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Our role
A quite “unique” species in the WWF 
network, as we are the only office 
working 100% on policy.

Concretely:
• WWF Network’s voice towards EU 

institutions

• Coordinate development of WWF network 
positions on EU laws and policies

• Facilitate knowledge sharing within WWF 
network on policy development & 
implementation



Our priorities currently
Together4Forests

EU Nature Restoration Law

Fit for 55 & Climate Governance

Ocean Recovery

Sustainable Food Systems Framework Law

Sustainable Finance

Common Fisheries Policy

The EU adopts and starts implementing its new law to keep 
products linked to deforestation and nature destruction off the 
European market, and ensure these are not linked or lead to 
human rights violations.

The EU has adopted a Nature Restoration Law with legally 
binding targets for large-scale nature restoration on land and 
sea and a target for the restoration of free-flowing rivers.

The European Commission has proposed, with support from 
Member States, a new legislative framework for sustainable 
food systems that puts in place a long-term vision and strategy, 
underpinned by concrete goals and indicators and effective 
governance mechanisms.

All coastal EU Member States have adopted and started to 
implement ecosystem-based maritime spatial plans, supported 
and monitored by EU institutions.

The EU has agreed not to revise the Common Fisheries Policy 
and instead focuses on its full implementation through targeted 
improvements in other pieces of legislation.

The EU has adopted a 'Fit for 55%' legislative package that 
unlocks the transition to climate neutrality and an updated 
Governance Regulation has ensured that all Member States are 
required to set national, economy-wide climate-neutrality 
targets.

The EU taxonomy has been effectively implemented by setting 
science-based technical screening criteria for each of its six 
environmental objectives, supporting only fully sustainable 
economic activities; and as part of its review, support has been 
found for establishing a complementary ‘harmful taxonomy’.
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How do NGOs advocate in Brussels?
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Following the EU Policy cycle

e.g. Wildlife Trade Action 
Plan

e.g. EU Taxonomy, Deforestation Law, 
National Recovery & Resilience Plans, 

CAP … 

e.g. Corporate Sustainable Due 
Diligence, Nature Restoration Law …

Evaluation & fitness 
checks

Adoption or endorsement of 
proposal by EP and MS

e.g. “EU Green Deal” 

e.g. EU Sustainable Food 
Systems Law

Forward planning & 
agenda setting

Commission develops 
proposal

Implementation & 
application
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Our tools
Advocacy:  

We engage in advocacy activities to 
influence policymakers and 
lawmakers in the European 
institutions. 

(meetings, provide expert advice, 
briefings, statements)  
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Our tools
Policy Research and Analysis: 

We conduct in-depth research and 
publish reports and analyses on 
various policy areas.

This research helps formulate policy 
recommendations, identify gaps, and 
propose solutions to address issues of 
concern.
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Our tools
Expertise and Consultation: 

We offer our expertise to European 
institutions. We participate in public 
consultations, advisory groups, and 
expert panels, expert groups 
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Our greatest strength
Collaboration! 



16

How many NGOs are 
involved in EU Advocacy?



European Commission
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Organisations registered in the EU Transparency Register

Source: https://www.integritywatch.eu/

3600



18

Which group has the highest number 
of high-level meetings with the 

Commission?



European Commission

19

Juncker Commission von der Leyen Commission

Meetings with senior officials in the European Commission (Commissioners, Cabinets and Directors-General)

61.5%

26.8%

5.8%

3.2%

71%

17.1%

5.1%

4.3%

Source: https://www.integritywatch.eu/
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Which Commissioner gets 
lobbied the most?



European Commission
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Who are the top lobbyists and who get 
lobbied the most?
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What is NGOs' secret weapon 
in the EU advocacy world?



Jan 2020

Communications,  
campaigning and 
awareness raising! 

© Simon de Trey-White / WWF-UK



Jan 2020 © Simon de Trey-White / WWF-UK

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1avSEA783ABWQHZ9Gh57iqtxgA5BCuvq9/preview
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Our target audiences

• European Commission & Parliament 
(Brussels & Member States)

• National decision-makers at different 
levels (MS)

• Council/Permanent Representations 
(Brussels)

Decision-makers Media

Others

• EU media & national correspondents

• National media

• Specialised/trade press

• Other NGOs

• Academia/think tanks

• Corporates/associations

• General public & WWF supporters
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Our tools 

● Integrated 
communications/policy

● Media relations

● Campaigning

● Social media 

● WWF’s network 
engagement

© James Morgan / WWF-US
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© Green Renaissance / WWF-US
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When do we campaign?

@Simon Rawles

Bring positive policy change: clear EU policy objective & asks

Need of a campaign, urgency and a unique window of opportunity

Combination of strategic activities

Large but manageable  short-term results & realistic timing

Integrated approach to communications, advocacy 

Dedicated strategic expertise (policy, advocacy, campaigning, communications & 

digital engagement)

Support from a critical mass of WWF offices: European wide support required 

Convincing, attractive and campaignable
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Influencing the European Commission (Brussels)

  

200+ NGOs, incl. 18 WWF offices, Greenpeace, 
WeMove, Avaaz

1,193,652 submissions for public 
consultation!
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Influencing the European Parliament (Brussels 
& MS)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y25EHDwVSns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7b_setnEfk


Influencing the European Parliament



Influencing Member States
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53,000 letters in just 6 weeks!
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True or False?

Are NGOs and 
businesses natural 

enemies?
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False



How to collaborate with NGOs 
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We can’t do it alone! 
We believe that together, we can transform whole sectors and markets for the better, 
delivering results that would not otherwise be possible.

Our six global goals – on forests, oceans, freshwater, wildlife, food and climate & energy 
– and three key drivers of environmental change – markets, finance and governance – 
shape what we do and how we work with partners.

By collaborating with business, WWF aims to change behaviour and drive conservation 
results that would not be possible otherwise.



How to collaborate with NGOs 
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Mission focused

Independent & 
science based

Impact- and solutions 
oriented

Highest standards of 
integrity & good 
conduct

We work with the private sector to advance our mission to stop the degradation of the 
earth’s natural environment and build a future in which humans live in harmony with 
nature.

We support companies in their sustainability journey based on scientific principles and 
leading standards. We remain independent in a partnership of equals  

We engage with the most impactful industries and companies to create systemic change. 
We support companies with identifying issues, and offer concrete actions 

We collaborate with partners that share the same high standards for the environment, 
sustainability and human rights, and are committed to those through their actions



How to collaborate with NGOs 
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● Multi stakeholder statements
● Events, roundtables 
● Bilateral meetings



Contact
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● Contact your national WWF Office
● Contact WWF European Policy Office
https://www.wwf.eu/contact_us/our_team/ 
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Questions?



WWF European Policy Office, 123 rue du Commerce, 1OOO Brussels, Belgium. 

WWF® and World Wide Fund for Nature® trademarks and ©1986 Panda Symbol are owned by 
WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature (formerly World Wildlife Fund). All rights reserved.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


