
2023 PAC Benchmarking Trends & Insights
Tori Ellington, Senior Manager, Political Engagement

Kristin Brackemyre, Senior Director, Public Affairs Practice

September 18, 2023



Thank You!



Survey Overview
• Comprehensive benchmarking report 

covering trends and best practices in PAC 
management, including

• Management and staffing
• Governance
• Executive engagement
• Fundraising and recognition strategies
• Participation and contribution rates
• Disbursement strategies and political involvement

• 137 participating corporations

• 71 participating associations

• Conducted every other year

PAC Benchmarking 



How to Use This Report
Benchmark your activities

• Staffing and operating budgets
• CEO and senior executive engagement
• Participation rates and growth
• Fundraising and recognition strategies
• Disbursement planning and execution

Benchmark trends

• Transparency, leadership engagement, peer-to-peer, incentives

Make the case to leadership

• Interested in launching a new program or increasing CEO involvement in 
the PAC?  Use the data to support your initiative.

    



The Data Set: 
Industry
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The Data Set: 
Industry
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The Data Set: Association type
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The Data Set: Association type
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Corporate PAC Size
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Association PAC Size
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Corporate PAC 
Key Findings
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Corporate PAC Key Findings
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Corporate PAC Key Findings
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Corporate PAC Key Findings
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Corporate PAC Key Findings
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Association PAC 
Key Findings
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Association PAC Key Findings
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Association PAC Key Findings
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Association PAC Key Findings
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Diving into 
the data

PAC Benchmarking



Corporate 
PAC Budgets
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Budget 
Allocation
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Association 
Budgets
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Budget 
Allocation
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CEO 
Engagement
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Impact of CEO Engagement
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Leadership
Engagement    

ASSOCIATION



Leadership
Engagement    
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Corporate PAC 
Governance 

- 95% of corporate PACs 
have a PAC Board of 
Directors

- Median board size: 9

- 35% have term limits for 
board positions (most 
commonly 2 or 3 year 
terms)

- 96% have formal 
contribution criteria



Association PAC 
Governance 

- 60% of association PACs 
have a PAC Board of 
Directors

- Median board size: 11

- 60% have term limits for 
board positions (most 
common 2 or 4 year terms)

- 81% have formal 
contribution criteria



Activities 
Conducted by 
PAC Boards

    

CORPORATE



Corporate PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Corporate PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Corporate PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Corporate PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Corporate PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Association PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Association PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Association PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Association PAC Receipts and Fundraising
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Corporate PAC Top Solicitors
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Association 
PAC Top 
Solicitors
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Most Effective 
Corporate  
Solicitation 
Strategies
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Most Effective 
Association  
Solicitation 
Strategies
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Fundraising:
Corporate PAC 
Incentives
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Fundraising:
Association PAC 
Incentives
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Corporate PAC
Communication 
Strategies
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Association PAC
Communication 
Strategies    
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Disbursements:
Corporate
Contribution 
Criteria Factors
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Disbursements:
Association
Contribution 
Criteria Factors
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Corporate PAC Disbursement Allocation
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Association PAC Disbursement Allocation
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Both corporate and 
association PACs 
report federal/state 
lobbyists and the head 
of the D.C. office are 
most influential in 
directing PAC 
contributions.



Contributions 
at the
State Level
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Contributions at the
State Level    
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Thank you for participating!



Thank You!



Kristin Brackemyre

kbrackemyre@pac.org

Tori Ellington

vellington@pac.org 

Contact 
Information

mailto:kbrackemyre@pac.org
mailto:vellington@pac.org
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