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Nonprofit Publisher of the Science Family of Journals
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AAAS & POLICY

We are leading the charge to ensure the 

proper use of scientific evidence in all 

aspects of decision making and 

policymaking, including in local, state, 

federal and international policies.

We also produce evidence-based science 

and technology updates, including analyses 

of federal investments in science and 

engineering research and development.
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THE COMMUNICATIONS APPROACH

Objectives

• Position AAAS as a leading nonpartisan representative voice of the scientific enterprise

• Promote the role of science in addressing complex societal challenges

• Make the case that a more diverse, equitable and inclusive scientific enterprise benefits society 
and fosters scientific excellence

Our Vision

• From organizational news amplifier                     To thought leadership driver

• From influencing policy behind the scenes         To shaping public and private policy debates

• From reactive media relations                               To proactive news engine
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R&D BUDGET & POLICY PROGRAM

BEFORE AFTER
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R&D BUDGET & POLICY PROGRAM

When public affairs, government relations and 

branding collaborate:
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R&D BUDGET & POLICY PROGRAM
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We look at open access through the lens of our 120,000 scientist and engineer members – the 

scientific enterprise

• Open access to scientific information is important

• Open access to useful information is critically important

• Communication of accurate understandable science with every audience is paramount

• Some current models of open access are fatally flawed

OPEN ACCESS (PUBLISHING MODELS)
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Women were nearly three times as likely as men 

to have paid APCs using grant funds (p<0.05).*

Most researchers are using 

grant funds to pay APCs – and 

women are more likely to use 

grant funds than men

*Adjusting for race, length of time conducting 

research, and institution size
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Compared with men, women were more than 2.5 

times as likely not to attend workshops and 

conferences so that they could pay APCs (p<0.05).*

*Adjusting for race, length of time conducting 

research, and institution size

APCs create significant 

tradeoffs – and women 

appear to make tradeoffs 

more frequently than men
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EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR AUTHORS
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Leading on Equitable Access for Authors to Publish Open Access

Comments to Draft Agency Plans Co-Hosted Webinar with NSF

External Presentations

Thought Leadership

Global Discussions
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HOW ARE POLICYMAKERS GETTING THE NEWS?
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“POLICY PAK”: Science for policy—and policy-makers

Evergreen Topics for PolicyPak as Identified by Axios, WashPo, 

POLITICO Morning Tech & POLITICO Future Pulse

• Talent flows/immigration/healthcare workforce

• Artificial intelligence 

• Quantum computing

• Climate insurance

• Social science and health disparities

• International collaboration

• Pollinator status

• Vehicle electrification

• Race and Justice

• And more…. 

Post Embargo List: Press officers are welcome to sign up!
policypak@aaas.org
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