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How many stars on the European

flag?

C.12

For the story of the EU Flag, see https://e

Human Dignity

Freedom * :: * Democracy
Compromise *

Renewal *

Sustainability * 25
Equality * . * Respect

Rule of Law



https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/flag_en

How many people.in the
27 ¢ ieS of the\EU?

=4
%

— [On 1 JaLua\ry 2024, Wmns]

a. 336 million
. 449 million
. 84 million

. 1442 million



For the years 2013 to 2023 inclusive,
what was the approx. Total Number of basic
legislative acts (Regulations, Directives, Decisions)
adopted by Ordinary Legislative Procedure?

B. 5 500 D. 5

Exact nhumber was 554: on average 55 per year, ranging from 26 - 108.

More info.: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/statistics /2022 /legislative-acts-statistics.html



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/statistics/2022/legislative-acts-statistics.html

Who is currently the European Commission President?




European Parliament:

European Council:
Roberta Metsola (MT, EPP)

Charles Michel (BE)

Europn etral Bank:
Christine Lagarde (FR)

S High Representative of the Union
European Commission: for Foreign Affairs and Security
Ursula von der Leyen (DE) Policy: Josep Borrell (ES)



In this presentation...

1. European Commission

a. Responsibilities and Competences
b. Four main roles

2. The von der Leyen Commission 2019 - 2024
a. Six headline ambitions plus NextGenerationEU

b. Engagement by EU Citizens, stakeholders, etc.
c. Transparency Register

4. Further information
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1. The European Commission

European
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a. The European Commission — Responsibilities and Competences

is the promotes
acts as a the general

political

. college :
executive g interest of

the Union

More info. https://europa.eu/1tCbGth
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https://europa.eu/!tCbGth
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b. The four roles of the Commission

1. RIGHT OF INITIATIVE
2. BUDGET FOR POLICY

3. GUARDIAN OF THE TREATIES

4. INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION

European
Commission

THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE


http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/#/timeline/en
http://creadata.pro/ec-char-timeline-2/web/#/timeline/en

1. Right of Initiative — Legal basis

Primary Legislation Treaties
Secondary Leqislation

Binding Non-binding

REGULATIONS DIRECTIVES DECISIONS RECOMMENDATION

) l 3/ Lasa

_ e.g. Consumer e.g. Economic
e.g. Roaming rights e.g. Microsoft governance

T .j = European
THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE E * = Commission



1. Right of Initiative - Initiating laws and policies and next steps
(using Ordinary Legislative Prosedure)

European Council

Local & Regional
authorities

Businesses

General e

_ European Council conclusions, June 2015
2.

Further to the Commission's European Agenda on Migration, work should be taken forward

St’(}alfg%;foe’oa”'slgal on all dimensions of a comprehensive and systemic approach.
d PRESS RELEASE | 15 December 2015 | Strasbourg

A European Border and Coast Guard to protect Europe's External
Borders

(
Bl EULAW-MAKING &

Council of the EU 4} European Parliament
Council of the EU | Press release | 14 September 2016 14:30

o EUropean Border and Coast Guard: final approval []

« European Committee of the Regions - LourtorJustce
European Economic and Social Committee * Court of Auditors
o . pean
15 mission
- TAMECUS FULTTTOAL CEACUUTIVE European Central Bank (€) |




For more on EU Legislative Procedures, see https://europa.eu/!T7ZWwHd.

And if you want to (virtually) be an MEP negotlatlng and voting on key legislation in the EU, as a
Group try: https:



https://europa.eu/!T7WwHd

Delegated and Implementing Acts
POLICY INITIATION

_gue—\q 1 - (Commission proposal)

Evaluation sefting
1
IMPLEMENTING ) Policy
ACTS (Commission) Implementation formulation
: = uniform \ /
implementation Policy
of rules decision

Comitology refers to the "set of procedures through which the European
Commission exercises the implementing powers conferred on it by the European
Union (EU) legislator, with the assistance of committees of representatives from
EU Member States” as laid down in Regulation (EU) No 182/2011.

Source: Understanding EU Decision-Making by Edward Best, EIPA,
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-22374-2



https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-22374-2

Delegated Acts

European Parliament

7700\ EULEGISLATOR

Implementing Acts
with Comitology

—

conditional delegation
by the EU legislator of powers
to modify non-essential
elements of a legislative act

)

| Delegated -
Acts

European
Commission

consultation with experts +
ex post control by the
Council and Parliament

—
/((7/;\\\\?\\\\ EU LEGISLATOR
\ ~
> =
=
European Parliament Coun
‘ empowerment to adopt legally
used for all 'legally binding acts’ b"‘!dlﬂg EU acit.s where
Council may also adopt umfcfrm conditions are
implementing acts in CFSP required to apply rules
and other specific cases n
Implementing
Acts
European
Commission

consultation + ex ante control
by the Member States
(‘comitology committees’)

EU MEMBER STATES

Source: Understanding EU Decision-Making by Edward Best, EIPA,
https:/ /link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-22374-2



https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-22374-2
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2. Long-term budget 2021-2027 & Next Generation EU

Rebuilding Europe with largest package ever financed through the EU budget, of EUR 2 trillion*

MFF**: Next Generation EU TOTAL
Post-COVID recovery
instrument
S
@ Il. Cohesion, Resilience and Values €426.7 €776.5 €1203.2
lll. Natural Resources and Environment €401.0 €18.9 €419.9
% IV. Migration and Border Management €25.7 - €25.7
V. Security and Defence €14.9 - €14.9
VI. Neighbourhood and the World €110.6 - €110.6
@ % VIl. European Public Administration €82.5 - €82.5
Total MFF €1 210.9 €806.9 €2.018

* (current prices, EUR billion)
** MFF: EU long-term budget, also known as MFF (Multiannual Financial Framework)

The EU’s 2021-2027 long-term budget & NextGenerationEU: Facts and Figures

More info.: https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget_en

European
Commission



https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d3e77637-a963-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1/language-en

3. Guardian of the Treaties — example Competition

PRESS RELEASE | 4 March 2024

Commission fines Apple over €1.8 billion over abusive App store
rules for music streaming providers

* K
e *
P o

e The European Commission has fined Apple over €1.8 billion for abusing

E“mp‘?a' J its dominant position on the market for the distribution of music
ommission
streaming apps to iPhone and iPad users (‘iOS users') through its App

Store.

s

PRESS RELEASE | 18 June 2024

Commission carries out further unannounced antitrust inspections
in tyres sector cartel investigation

The European Commission is carrying out unannounced inspections at
the premises of a consultancy firm in two Member States.

~ — European
——— Commission

THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE



4. International Dimension - Representing the EU in the world

‘E U trade agreements 2024
€77

Developmen
cooperation &
humanitarian aid

International
agreements

THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE
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2. Current von der Leven Commission (2019-2024)

European

. . van der Leyen
Commission

I Ursula #vdLCommission

President

Maros Seftovit

Executive Margrethe Vestager Valdis Dombrovskis
Vice-President | Executive Executive
Vice-President Vice-President
Europe fit for - An Economy that
the Digital Age - Waorks for People

European Green Deal,

Johannes Hahn
Commissioner

Budget and
Administration

Margaritis Schinas

Josep Borrell
Vice-President

High Representative/ ' >
Vice-President ssione: X, . . Promoting Our
- . European Way

A Stronger Europe
of Life

in the World

Vé&ra Jourova Dubravka Suica
Vice-President Vice-President

Values and Democracy and
Transparency Demoagraphy

A New Push for European Democracy



2? Commission (2024 - 2029)




S S—

“Europe must lead the
transition to a

healthy planet ond a
new digital world
But it can only do so by
bringing people
together and upgrading
our unigue social
market economy to fit
today’s new ambitions.”

in Political Guidelines for the next
European Commission 2019-2024

iy



a. Six Headline Ambitions plus Recovery
Plan for Europe
3. A EUROPE FIT FOR

1. A EUROPEAN & WOoRrKe For THE | THE DIGITAL AGE
GREEN DEAL
PEOPLE
. . . Grasping the
Striving to be the first Working for social opportunities from the
digital age within safe

climate-neutral continent fairness and prosperit
prosp y and ethical boundaries

4. PROMOTING OUR gbﬁggg‘mﬁﬁg 6. A NEW PUSH FOR
EUROPEAN WAY OF WORLD EUROPEAN
LIFE DEMOCRACY

Building a Union of equality Sg;"%g’g%’;% ‘:flr Nurturing, protecting
and diversity, standing up e gn sible alobal and strengthening our
for justice and values plea ders hgp democracy

More info.: https:
europa.eu/!PNFtvG)

and General report on the activities of the European Union 2023 (https:


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024_en
https://europa.eu/!PNFtvG

A new push for European democracy

Nurturing, protecting and strengthening our democracy

More info.: https://europa.eu/!FM7ZNNn

European citizens' panels

European citizens participating in
transnational paneis to make
recommendations to the EU on key issues

Equality and inclusion

Building a Union of Equality, free of
discrimination based on gender, racial or
ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability,

age or sexual orientation

Protecting democracy

Promoting free and fair elections,
strengthening media freedom and

countering disinformation

European Media Freedom Act

Protecting media pluralism and
independence in the EU

Conference on the Future of
Europe

Empowering citizens to share ideas and
help shape our common future

The EU Strategy on the Rightis of
the Child

Ensuring the protection of rights of all
children

Rule of Law Mechanism

Promoting the rule of law, and preventing
and mitigating emerging challenges

Long-term vision for rural areas

Developing stronger, connected, resilient
and prosperous rural areas and

communities



Citizens’ Engagement Platform

Your space to participate in EU policymaking

Getinvolved > ' Z European
Citizens’
Initiative

Comment on EU policy and law Petition the EU

How to share your views on the EU policy and law making process and suggest ways of improving

- Any individual or organisation based in the EU can submit a petition to the EU on an issue related to

EU policy or law. Find out how to create and submit one.

More info.: https: ission. . ean-commission/get-involved en

Also via European Parliament: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en
pIus its “Jom Together initiative, https://together.europarl. europa.eu and Euro ean



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/
https://together.europarl.europa.eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/prizes

!c. Transparency Register




Transparency Register

curopean Council of European
Parliament the European Commission
Union

> A database listing ‘interest representatives’ (organisations, associations,
groups, etc.) who do activities to influence EU policy and decision-making.

» The rules and principles are in an interinstitutional agreement between
Parliament, Council and Commission.

> Applicants must follow certain ethical and behavioural principles in their
interest representation work with the EU institutions.

» These principles are set out in a code of conduct annexed to the
interinstitutional agreement, e.qg. identify themselves, declare interests, etc.

» Similarly, Commissioners and Commission staff must follow principles and
rules that govern their conduct with regard to ethics and integrity (role of
European Ombudsman to investigate).

More info.: https://transparency-register.europa.eu



https://transparency-register.europa.eu/

3.European Parliament
elections:

6-9 June 2024




European Parliament 2024 - 2029

Provisional results

Renew Europe EPP
Renew Europe Group @ Group of the European People's

@ Party (Christian Democrats)
Greens/EFA
Group of the Greens/European Free @
Alliance ECR
European Conservatives and
s&D @ Reformists Group
Group of the Progressive Alliance
ofpSocialists a%d Democrats in ID
the European Parliament Identity and Democracy Group

The Left 720 @ NI
The Left group in the European @ Non-attached Members
arliament - GUE/NGL — ——— Others

Newly elected Members not allied
to any of the political groups
set up in the outgoing Parliament

More info. https:/ /results.elections.europa.eu/


https://results.elections.europa.eu/

4. Let's stay in touch...

= ° eutube

@EU_Commission iqgi
X 'g @europeancommission

ﬁ European Commission

m European-Commission
e EU Spotify

ec.europa.eu/

@ropa eu

All EU publications you are looking for.

bookshﬁ

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/general
-publications/publications

THE EU'S POLITICAL EXECUTIVE

s gU"OPe Freephong: 00 80067 8 9 10 11
ﬂ irect - we 09:00 — 18:00 CET
official EU language

e‘\from anywhere in the EU
Q,’moe direct.europa.eu

j@‘k)ns about the EU? Europe Direct can help.

www.europa.eu/youreurope

#ExploreTheEU

Help and advice for EU natlonals and their family
online.

= European
= Commission


https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/index_en.htm
http://www.europa.eu/youreurope
https://bookshop.europa.eu/en/home/
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/general-publications/publications
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/general-publications/publications

Some facts about the European Commission

- Ay + 60 buildings | \
S in Brussels a'. ‘
..+ 30,000
* ® employees

3
established [N i‘al
: .
in 1958 -34 Directorates-General
| “n -16 service departments

-6 executive agencies

w




Next Generation EU — Europe’s Recovery Plan

For a post-COVID-19 EU that is greener, more digital, more resilient
and better fit for the current and forthcoming challenges.

NeEXTGENERATIONEL CONTRIBUTION

RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE FACILITY
TO OTHER PROGRAMMES

EUR 7238 billion
il 338.0 in grants . ZB5.8 in loans BUR B3.1 billion
% POWER UP ) MODERMISE B _ - ———
" Oenn technologies and rencwnbies e e S e MextGenerationEL S
€806.9 109 g
e 109
 REMOVATE SCALE UP billion . R
Energy efhcency of building= Dmts doud and sustainable ; 2.1
e INVESTEU
- RECHARGCE AND REFUEL ! RESKILL AND UPSKILL S
Suctainahle tranzport and charging i, Education and training to support .
Stetions digital ckills B
EESCEU
¢, COMMECT 0

Roll-out of repid broadhand services
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/stra
recovery-plan-europe en
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b. EU Solidarity with Ukraine

The EU stands united with Ukraine

More info.: https://eu-solidarity-ukraine.ec.europa.eu/

EU actions

EU assistance to Ukraine Ukraine’s path towards EU

Learn about the EU’s political, humanitarian accession

and financial support for Ukraine Supporting Ukraine in its efforts towards

further EU integration

Reconstruction of Ukraine EU sanctions against Russia

How the EU is supporting the country’s
recovery efforts

An overview of EU sanctions targeting
sectors, entities and complicit actors

Holding Russia accountable EU countries welcoming those

Ensuring Russia is punished for its war fleeing Ukraine

crimes and pays for the damage done How the EU is supporting Member States to

meet the needs of those fleeing Ukraine




b. Tackling Covid-19 pandemic

Triggering the 'escape clause’ to Putting in place the most
allow exceptional fiscal support for flexible state aid rules ever
healthcare systems, people and in the EU, to save jobs and
companies companies
,(/f——\»\ Helping ensure supply
(@) (

Supporting research on
vaccines, diagnostics, :

~ of medical equipment:
: increased production in
: EU and joint procurement

treat t:
restment o EU CORONAVIRUS
_ [ ~Issuing guidelines RE SPO N SE
Repatriation of EU ™. ~" on measures to
citizens stranded %) ¢ ' stop the spread of

More info.:
https://commission.eur

opa.eu/strategy-and-
policy/coronavirus-
response _en

.. the virus, on testing
strategies

abroad
Re-open EU

) ®
Providing funding through : . Ensuring the flow of
the coronavirus response : O : goods and workers'
initiative, liquidity through the Vaccines EU Digital mobility in the EU

European Investment Fund (EU & Covid single market
World)  certificate

— European
= Commission

#CORONAVIRUS


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/coronavirus-response_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/coronavirus-response_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/coronavirus-response_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/coronavirus-response_en

Turnout by country (%)

Provisional results
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More info. https


https://results.elections.europa.eu/
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