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Who We Are

AARP is the nation’s largest 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
dedicated to empowering people to 
choose how they live as they age. 



Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus, Founder

We serve our members and society by 
creating positive social change through 
advocacy, service, and information.

Our question is not IF we will be in 
community.  

The question is HOW will we be in 
community.

Who We Are

Illustration by 
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In the next few minutes….

• AARP’s local social impact initiatives

• Community partnership examples

• Key learnings about collaboration and 
support



Local Social Impact Initiatives



• Connect with the 50-plus locally 

• Develop sustained, impactful local work 
in communities nationwide

• Focus in 133 communities in all 50 
states, DC, Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands

• Reach 42% of 50-plus locally, including 
50% of multicultural 50-plus

AARP in Community 



Local Results 

• Increased local engagement on AARP issue areas 
across generations

• Effective local collaboration through volunteers, 
partners, and leaders

• Impactful local changes that make communities 
event better places to live for people 50-plus. 



Local Partnership Examples



AARP Sponsored Outdoor Fitness Parks 
Organized by FitLot



AARP Walk with a Doc Partnership

• Walk with a Doc (WWAD) is a nationwide     
not-for-profit organization that creates safe, 
free, physician-led local walking groups.

• Participants get some steps, learn about 
health, and meet new friends.

• AARP and WWAD partnered in 2022 to 
develop new AARP-led WWAD chapters in 6 
communities:

• Tampa, FL
• Wooster, MA
• Jackson, MS
• Las Vegas, NV
• Winston-Salem, NC
• Milwaukie, WI



Local Partnerships

AARP partners with wide range of trusted local 
organizations such as:
• Not-for-Profits
• Colleges and Universities
• Libraries
• Museums and Cultural Institutions
• Parks and Recreation
• Sports Teams
• Local Media Partners 

AARP Memphis/National Civil Rights Museum Partnership



Community Impact Grants

AARP Community Challenge Grants Local Mini-Grants -- Montana



Key Learnings about Collaboration



The Value of Local Listening



The Importance of Practice Sharing and Curation

• OCE Regional Advisors

• Biweekly OCE Update 

• Monthly Community Connections Calls

• Priority Audience Office Hours

• OCE Find It Fast 

• LIST – Local Information and Storytelling 
Database



Approaches to Sharing Local Nationwide

AARP Atlanta’s Couch Concert for Caregivers with Avery Sunshine

Drives to AARP’s Virtual Community Center

AARP The Magazine, April/May 2023, Local Social Impact
• Walk with a Doc (Long Island, NY)
• Shredding events (Knoxville, TN)
• Thinking Money event (Honolulu, HI)

Drives to aarp.org/local – AARP’s local pages nationwide



Thank You!

James L. Brooks
JLBrooks@aarp.org
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