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Regulatory Advocacy

• “The crucial intermediate process of 

rulemaking stands between the 

enactment of a law by Congress and 

the realization of the goals that both 

Congress and the people it represents 

seek to achieve by that law” *

• Between 2019 and 2020, Congress 

enacted 344 laws, while agencies 

completed 5,838 rulemakings during 

that same time

*Cornelius M. Kerwin, Rulemaking: How Government Agencies Write Law and Make Public Policy, 4th ed., 

(Washington: CQ Press, 2011), p. 2.
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Regulatory and Legislative Coordination

• Ensure same strategic goal, unified position/priorities

• Share public comments, testimony, op-eds, talking points, and briefings 

across all teams

• Establish regular cross-team check ins

• Host a “lunch and learn” or similar event to increase understanding
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• Starts with the legislation…

o What does the law say?

o Where can you influence?
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Regulatory and 

Legislative Coordination

• Starts with the legislation…

o What does the law say?

o Where can you influence?

o What did legislators intend?
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Regulatory and 

Legislative Coordination

• Pre-rulemaking advocacy

o Anticipate areas of concern – be proactive

o Provide initial recommendations, solutions

o Meet with agency officials
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Regulatory and Legislative Coordination

• Rulemaking process

o Public comment periods – write, submit, and share broadly

o Members or congressional staff can influence ongoing agency rulemakings by communicating their 

views and preferences directly to the agency

o Know what you’ll look for in final rule, be ready to respond

o Continue communication
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Regulatory and Legislative Coordination

• Regulations and oversight

o How can Congress help?

o Informal communication/questions, hearings, investigations

– Submit statement for record

25 April 

2025
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Local/State and Federal Coordination

• State Regulatory Agencies/Departments

• State Boards/Commissions

• State Legislature

• Federal Reps

• Local Media

• State Societies/Associations
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Other Coordination – Communications?
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Other Coordination – Grassroots?

• Grassroots turns “regulatory” into “relatable”

o Public comment campaigns

o Collect real-world stories, feedback

o Build relationships that last beyond the comment period
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Other Coordination – Compliance?

• Resources, toolkits, webinars, roundtables…
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Other Coordination – Stakeholders?

• Leverage industry alliances
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Regulatory Advocacy – Concluding Thoughts

• Decreased federal workforce + Loper Bright = increased need for your 

expertise and strengthened coordination

• Watch for reduced comment opportunities, also increases need for 

creativity and coordination
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Questions?
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