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What’s your 
biggest work 
from home 
challenge?

Answer in the chat!
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Creating Engaging Presentations
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OR
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BEFORE

AFTER
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What’s Wrong With This Slide?



Eliminate Clutter
• One main point per slide

• 3 bullet points per slide

• 5(ish) words per bullet
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Sources of River Water

• Lakes
• Underground springs
• Melting mountain snow 

and ice



Sources 
of River 
Water

Lakes

Underground springs

Melting mountain 
snow and ice



But I Really Need All That 
Information IN the Presentation…



Slides Are a Visual Aid, 
Not a Report

• Virtual presentations have fewer visual cues

• Assume your audience is multi-tasking

• When you’re finished reading this slide, type DONE in the chat
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Animation is Your 
Friend
• Only display what you’re 

currently addressing

• It’s easier than you think

• Do this with graphics 
and charts, too
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Is My Audience 
Paying Attention 
or Am I Shouting 

Into the Void?
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Tips for Gauging Engagement

• Encourage participants to turn cameras on

• Ask questions (even rhetorical ones)

• Offer interactivity – emoji reactions, poll/quiz, word cloud, 
annotation/whiteboard
o Zoom

o Poll Everywhere

o Mentimeter 

o Slido
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How to Hold the 
Audience’s Attention
• Encourage them to listen, not read

• Use images for greater impact

• Reduce the amount of text

• Use animation to direct focus

• Ask questions and encourage 
engagement
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