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TODAY'S 

AGENDA

9:30–10:10 | Institutional and procedural overview

Introductory session

Composition and roles of the EU institutions in the decision-making process

European Parliament in the legislative cycle and interinstitutional dynamics

Key procedural steps and formal interactions across the policy cycle

10:10–10:20 | Break

10:20–11:20 | The European Commission perspective
Public affairs timing and engagement in practice

How proposals are prepared and where decisions are shaped
Lessons learned on timing, evidence and effective interaction

11:20–11:30 | Break

11:30–12:30 | 3. The Council of the European Union perspective
Decision-making from the Member States level

How the Council works in practice, how Member States positions are coordinated
The role of working groups, COREPER, and political guidance in shaping outcomes

Practical insights on interinstitutional negotiations and Council dynamics
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The Competences: What does the EU Regulate?

SHARED

Energy, 

Environment, 4 

Freedoms, 

Agriculture 

Consumer 

Protection… rural 

and regional funding 

instruments 

NATIONAL

Education, 

Taxation, Social 

affairs, 

Employment, 

Foreign policy

EXCLUSIVE

Customs, Trade, 

Competition, €

Article 2 TFEU
Defines the types of competence
(exclusive, shared, supporting)
Article 3 TFEU – Exclusive EU 
competences
Article 4 TFEU – Shared
competences
Article 5 TFEU – Economic
coordination (special shared logic)
Article 6 TFEU – Supporting, 
coordinating or complementary
competences
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Decision-making in the EU Institutions
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▪ Soft law [recommendations, guidelines]

▪ Other EU law [inter-institutional agreements, rules of procedure]

▪ Implementing + Delegated Acts [Regulation, Directive, Decision]

▪ Legislation [Regulation, Directive, Decision]

▪ Treaties [TEU, TFEU, as amended by ToL]

Hierarchy of EU Law



What’s on the Agenda?

European Council’s strategic agenda 2024-2029 European Commission's political guidelines 
2024-2029

European Commission's Mission letters to 
Commissioners-designate

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/4aldqfl2/2024_557_new-strategic-agenda.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/4aldqfl2/2024_557_new-strategic-agenda.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/4aldqfl2/2024_557_new-strategic-agenda.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/4aldqfl2/2024_557_new-strategic-agenda.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en


The European
Parliament

8 Political Groups
# of Members (MEPs)
per country = Population
24 Committees
Monthly Plenaries in
Brussels / Strasbourg
President elected by
MEPs. Currently Roberta
Metsola (MT, EPP)



“Hats” of an MEP

‘Personal’

Sector 

(policy)National

(country)

Political 

party







Questions?



RESOURCES

Voting Calculator of the Council of the EU

EU Legislative Observatory

European Agencies and other EU bodies

European Register of delegated & implementing acts

EU Public Register of Documents

Register of European Commission Documents

EU Transparency Page

EU Who is Who

www.pac.org/europe

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/voting-system/voting-calculator/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/search/search.do?searchTab=y
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/types-institutions-and-bodies_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/links/home.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who


LET’S CONNECT!

Inês  Re is

S e n i o r  A d v i s o r  f o r  E u r o p e

I N T E R N AT I O N A L P R A C T I C E

ireis@pac.org

+351918531888

LinkedIn @inesreisbasto

U.S.  OFFICE

2 1 2 1  K  S T.  N . W.  S U I T E  9 0 0  

WA S H I N G TO N  D C  2 0 0 3 7

pac@pac.org

+1.202.787.5950

INTERNATIONAL

S Q U A R E  A M B I O R I X  7

1 0 0 0  B R U S S E L S

europe@pac.org

+32.476.639.503
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