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What Can You Achieve... And When

Potential
Influence

Communications / PR /
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Legal / Technical / Science-focused
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‘%\ Public Affairs Council
Policy-Making in the Institutions

Political level:
Authenity to initiate
and approve

vechrical Level /
Negotiations




Defining the context — What is “the European level?”




The European Union
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SWEDEN JOINS NATO CLUB

Sweden has officially become the Western military alliance's 32nd member. That leaves
only four EU member countries now out of the club — Ireland, Malta, Austria and Cyprus.

NATO aspirant countries
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*Iceland has not officially withdrawn its EU application, but in 2015 its government requested that "Iceland should not
be regarded as a candidate country for EU membership.”

SOURCE: POLITICO research, European Union, NATO,
EFTA

By Arnau Busquets Guardia and Lucia Mackenzie

Source: POLITICO, last update March 2024 POLITICO
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Decision-making in the EU Institutions

European Commission

Legislative proposal

Co-decision
< . >

European Parliament Council of the EU
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The Ordinary Legislative Procedure. Any Questions?

1st Reading

European Commission
Proposal

European
No Parliament 1st

amendments Read | ng

Council 1st Reading

Council does NOT

approve EP’s 1st
reading (council

position)

Act is
adopted 2"d Reading

Council

makes no
changes

(z’é\ Public Affairs Council

EP
amendments

Council

approves all
amendments

Act is
adopted

EP approves

Council
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all EP
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European
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The Competences: What does the EU Regulate?

—

EXCLUSIVE

Customs, Trade,
Competition, €

q’é\ Public Affairs Council

* 4 X

NATIONAL

Education,
Taxation, Social
affairs,
Employment,
Foreign policy

SHARED

Energy,
Environment, 4
Freedoms,
Agriculture
Consumer
Protection... rural
and regional funding
instruments

Trade Policy

Exclusive competences include:

Management of trade and
investment relationships w/ non-EU
countries

Making laws on trade matters
Negotiating and concluding
international trade agreements

The EU's responsibilities cover: trade
in goods and services; commercial
aspects of intellectual property, such
as patents; public procurement;
foreign direct investment



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX%3A12008E207

Decision-making in the EU Institutions

Council and Parliament may:

Power of initiative by Commission > Adopt official

European Commission

Sends to Pariament and Council, Who:  Legsiative proposa recommendations

» Adoptwithout changes; / \ > Ask the Commission for a

> Amend the proposal and adopt it «———=== proposal on a given topic

> Reject proposal > Shape the mandate of a

European Parliament Council of the EU new Commission

@\ Public Affairs Council



The European Commission

Executive Body of the EU

Ursula
von der Leyen

President
Teresa Ribera
Rodriguez
Executive Vice-President
Clean, Justand
Competitive
Transition

1 Commissioner per Member State

Maros SeftoviE
ner

Valdis Dombrovskis
Cor '

Ca te

Economy and
Productivity
Implementation
and Simplification

Trade and Economic Security

Interinstitutional Relations
and Transparency

Iniates and Fiscalizes EU Legislation

Wopke Hoekstra
Olivér Varhelyi ¢ r Commissianer

Presicent
Elected by EU Parliament
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Net Zero and Defence and
Clean Growth Space
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Union
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International
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Commissicner
Budget,
Anti-Fraud
and Public
Administration

Curmrently: Ursula Von der Leyen

Michael
Ekaterina Zaharieva G
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Democracy,
Justice and
the Rule of
Law

Startups, Research
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Christophe
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Roxana Minzatu
Executive Vice-President
People,
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> 32.000 employees
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Henna Virkkunen
Executive Vice

Tech Savereignty,
Security and
Demacracy

Dubravka Suica

Com ianer

Mediterranean

Marta Kos*

Comi aner

Enlargement

Hadja Lahbib
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Vice-President
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and Reforms
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The European

.::;::::::.‘:::.' 8 Political Groups

Parliament

..,. .:.':::.:.:::::.-'.':‘:' X # of Members (MEPs)
-ﬁ.'----::::.‘.:.,' per country = Population
“o% 24 Committees

Monthly Plenaries in
Brussels / Strasbourg

Patriots

KX fivfpe President elected by
'-‘,-.. MEPs. Currently Roberta

Metsola (MT, EPP)

How many Parliament members 0... ®

will each EU country elect this June? 46{ .0‘. EU ro pea n
THEY Parliament
2024-2029

Constitutive session
as of 16 July 2024
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The Council of the EU vs. European Council
> 26

N2

A

.EU

00 Presidency rotates every 6 months

European Council : Penodic Official Meeting of the 27 Heads of State
+ Parliament & Commission Presidents

President 2.5 Years renewable once. Currently Antonio Costa (PT)
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Main EU Stakeholders

@ Mindthe Transparency Rules!
@® Iransparency Register Commissionars
® GDPRandPrivacy e of Uit .
®  Codeofoconductand appropriate behavior sl ~ niy Secior/Directors
®  Accessio Documents SO Policy Officers
’ / \
MEPs leading CommitteosleUpi _\<\ Codecsion Minist
N
Rapporteurs ((<\<\;\~= e EDm  Ambassadors
APAS_PO/ICyASSISianlS Europea:Parliament Council ofe EU Naﬂonalaﬂaahés
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https://transparency-register.europa.eu/index_en
https://gdpr.eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/appropriate-behaviour
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency/access-documents_en
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Directorate-General

European R I D
- Commission for Research & Innovation COMMISSIONER: Ekaterina ZAHARIEVA
16/06/2026
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What Influences the Commission to Initiate

Legislation?

TECHNICAL ACTORS POLITICAL ACTORS PUBLIC ACTORS

* Input from scientific and * European Parliament * Public Consultations |
advisory committees e Member States in the * Stakeholder Consultations
* Expert Groups Council . Member States Engagement
* EU Agencies e European Citizens’ Initiative: * Media | N
1 million citizens from at * “Real Life”, Political Events
Important: check the relevant least 7 Member States

institutional stakeholders to
your sector!

%\ Public Affairs Council



The Commission Work Programme

European | Engli
bt nglish Search
“ Commission @ g

Home » Publications > 2021 Commission work programme — key documents

Policy objective Initiatives

2021 Commission work programme — key documents

1. | Zero pollution package a) Revision of Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 on classification, labelling and packaging (legislative, incl. impact
assessment, Article 114 TFEU, Q2 2022)

b) Integrated water management — revised lists of surface and groundwater pollutants (legislative, incl. impact
assessment, Article 192 TFEU, Q3 2021)

¢) Revision of EU ambient air quality legislation (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192 TFEU, Q3 2022)

Part of collections: Commission work programme
First published on 19 October 2020
Author Secretariat-General

Files 2. | Climate measures package a) ;lgzi;:w of EU rules on fluorinated greenhouse gases (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1) TFEU, Q2

b) EU framework for harmonised measurement of transport and logistics emissions (legislative, incl. impact
assessment, Articles 91 and 100(2) TFEU, Q4 2022)

ﬂ zgzgs?mmissm WOIK progiamme Download 2 c¢) Review of the CO2 emission standards for heavy-duty vehicles (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1)
TFEU, Q4 2022)

d) Carbon removal certification (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1) TFEU, Q4 2022)

Available | 22 So
e > 3. | Circular economy Initiative on the right to repair (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Q3 2022)

“} 2021 Commission work programme - annexes 4. | Plastics package a) Policy framework for bio-based, biodegradable and compostable plastics (non-legislative, Q2 2022)

| Eowmioad /= b) Restriction on microplastics (non-legislative, Q4 2022)

¢) Measures to reduce the release of microplastics in the environment (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article
114 TFEU, Q4 2022)

English

Available languages (22) v

5. | Biodiversity and Farm to fork Sustainable use of pesticides — revision of the EU rules (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 192(1) TFEU, Q1

j 2021 Commission work programme - publication 2022)

English (797.2 KB - PDF) Povnioad N Fit for the Digital Ag
urope or the €

Available languages (22) v 6. | Cyber resilience European cyber resilience act (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Q3 2022)

7. | Semi-conductors European chips act (legislative or non-legislative, Q2 2022)

factsheet Download
English (158.5 KB - PDF)

D 2021 Commission work programme explained -

8. | Security and defence Roadmap on security and defence technologies (non-legislative, Q1 2022)




Committee chairs in the

European Parliament
July 2024 - January 2027

0000000000,

......‘... Committee chairs are elected for a term of two and a half years.
® .‘... .. Committees handle legislative proposals, appoint negotiation teams
... ... for talks with EU ministers, adopt reports, organise hearings,
.....‘..... and oversee other EU bodies and institutions.

COMMITTEES

. Foreign Affairs Security and Defence Development International Trade Budgets
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B Key players

European Parliament

Council of the European

Union

European Commission

B vncncala wad

Committee responsible

Enwironment, Public Health and Food Safety

Committee for opinion

Economic and Monetary Affairs
sl  Industry, Research and Energy

Agriculture and Rural Development

Fisheries
Legal Affairs

Commission DG

Environment

Rapporteur

) RIES Frédénque

B Shadow rapporteur

FLORENZ Karl-Heinz

. PAOLUCCI Massimo

o450

0 DEMESMAEKER Mark

' BOYLAN Lynn

.. AUKEN Margrete

a PEDICINI Piemicola

[\} GODDYN Syivie
Rapporteur for opinion

I\} KAPPEL Barbara
I\} KAPPEL Barbara

.. ROPE Bronis

BRIANO Renata
S5D

The commitiee decided not to give an opinion

Commissioner

VELLA Karmenu

n Key events

Appointed

07/05/2018

Appointed

200672018
25/06/2018

100772018

14/06/2018

28/05/2018

11/06/2018

10/10/2018

11/10/2018

22/10/2018

24/10/2018

24/10/2018

24/10/2018

22/01/2019

27/03/2019

27/03/2019

21/05/2019

05/06/2019

05/06/2019

12/06/2019

Legislative proposal published

Committee referral announced in
Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

Vote in committee, 1st reading/single
reading

Committee report tabled for plenary, 1st
reading/single reading

Debate in Parliament
Results of vote in Parliament
Decision by Parliament, 1st
reading/single reading

Matter referred back to the committee
responsible

Approval in committee of the text agreed
at 1st reading interinstitutional
negotiations

Debate in Parliament

Decision by Parliament, 1st
reading/single reading

Act adopted by Council after Parliament's
1st reading

Final act signed
End of procedure in Parliament

Final act published in Official Journal

COM(2018)0340 Summary

AB8-0317/2018 Summary

»
&

T8-0411/2018 Summary

PE632.990 GEDA/A/(2019)000622

=

T8-0305/2019 Summary
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The European Council

Home > The Council of the E

Council of the EU

Filter by topic
¥/ Consumer protection

+ See all topics

Working parties by Council
configuration

. Agriculture and Fisheries Council
-/ Competitiveness Council

~ Economic and Financial Affairs Council

' Education, Youth, Culture and Sports
Council

) Employment, Social Policy, Health and
Consumer Affairs Council

= See all Council configurations

European Council
Council of the European Union

The Council of the EU

Policies Meeting calendar

Council preparatory bodies

> Ad Hoc Working Party on Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMO)

> Coreper |

> Working Party of Chief Veterinary Officers

> Working Party of Veterinary Experts

> Working Party on Agricultural Questions

> Working Party on Consumer Protection and Information
> Working Party on Foodstuff Quality

> Working Party on Foodstuffs

> Working Party on Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices

> Working Party on Technical Harmonisation

Documents & Publications Press

Language selection

Search

Contact

COVID-19: This page is constantly updated to
reflect the latest changes to the calendar of
summits, ministerial meetings and video
conferences.

The list of meetings of the Council preparatory
bodies is included in the following document:

The Council is supported by the Committee of
Permanent Representatives of the
Governments of the Member States to the
European Union (Coreper) and more than 150
highly specialised working parties and
committees, known as the 'Council preparatory
bodies'.

The preparatory bodies can be divided into two
main categories:



- European Council Language selection
Council of the European Union
The European Council The Council of the EU  Policies Meeting calendar Documents & Publications Press Contact

Home > The Council of the EUJ > Woting system

Voting calculator

Council of the EU

Download the voting calculator also for your mobile device.

() > Download from App Store =
() > Download from Google Play 2

Set the votes for each country ch - , |
oose the voting rule

Countries participating Votes = Reset all to Yes Voting rule . o
ngrule Qualified majority v
All countries participating ' Only Eurozone countries participating
Voting result
B Austria Qo
_ 1 R ""I:'_ 1§ v
Belgium
2.56 f populatior
Bulgaria
I Lo I PO PR
E Croatia O -
0.91% of population Final result
Cyprus 0
O o of pop Approved
. Czech Republic o @® Download results as pdf
2.35% of populatior
B Cemark O
13 f nopulation member states
Bl - f populati 27 -
Minimum *“Yes” required for adoption: (55%) 15
Estonia
27 0] 0
Finland O

_— Yes Mo Abstain

‘f’é\ Public Affairs Council
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Hierarchy of EU Law

Soft law [recommendations, guidelines]
Other EU law [inter-institutional agreements, rules of procedure]
Implementing + Delegated Acts [Regulation, Directive, Decision]
Legislation [Regulation, Directive, Decision]

Treaties [TEU, TFEU, as amended by Tol]
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The Ordinary Legislative Procedure

European Parliament 1st
proR:LZ(;tlt(t?lly amenr:Icr)nents Read i n g ERlamendments

in EPs RoP)

Commission
position on EP

Council starts amendments

deliberations

(Working Groups) Commission
amended

proposal (GRI)

Council 15t Reading

G’é\ Public Affairs Council



The Ordinary Legislative Procedure

Council 1st Reading

Council does NOT

approve EP’s 1st
reading (council

position)

Act is Act is
adopted 2"d Reading adopted

(f’é\ Public Affairs Council

Council

makes no
changes

Council

approves all
amendments




inary Legislative Procedure

1st Reading 2"d Reading 3rd Reading

European Commission Conciliation Committee (27+27

Proposal el e members + Commission)

European Conciliation

PaEIl:;?npee:tn1 " EP EP approves Parliament 2nd Eg rejec_tls Committee to reach
c il . ounci
e amendments P:SL:?igln Readlng positions agreement

amendments Read | ng
Actis EP .
adopted amendments Act rejected
Agreement is No

found agreement

EP and Council EP and C ’ Aot fails
approves joint and Counci

text reject joint text

o :
Council 15t Reading Council 2"? Reading

Council does NOT Council approves Council does NOT Council approves Act adopted Act fails

Council i all EP e
makes no approve EP’s 1st . amendments approve EP’s 2nd amendments

changes reading (council approves all reading

L amendments
position)
Act i Act is Act is
@ . Act is adopted 3rd Readin adopted
adopted 2I'ld Readlng adopted g
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Voting Calculator of the Council of the EU

EU Legislative Observatory

European Agencies and other EU bodies

TODAY’S
RESOURCES

European Register of delegated & implementing acts

EU Public Register of Documents

Register of European Commission Documents

EU Transparency Page
EU Who is Who

www.pac.org/europe


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/voting-system/voting-calculator/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/search/search.do?searchTab=y
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/types-institutions-and-bodies_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/#/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/links/home.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/service-standards-and-principles/transparency_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who

LET’S CONNECT!

Inés Reis Basto

Senior Advisor (Europe)
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE

ireis@pac.org
+351918531888
LinkedIn @inesreisbasto

U.S. OFFICE EUROPEAN OFFICE

2121 K ST. NNW. SUITE 900 SQUARE AMBIORIX 7
WASHINGTON DC 20037 1000 BRUSSELS

pac@pac.org europe@pac.org
+1.202.787.5950 +32.476.639.503
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