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American Cleaning Institute 

Background

Established in 1926, the American Cleaning Institute (ACI),
formerly The Soap and Detergent Association (SDA), is the
Home of the U.S. Cleaning Products Industry®, representing
producers of household, industrial, and institutional cleaning
products, their ingredients and finished packaging;
oleochemical producers; and chemical distributors to the
cleaning product industry.



American Cleaning Institute

Our Vision 

• Enhancing health and the quality of life through sustainable cleaning 
products and practices.

Our Mission

• To support the sustainability of the cleaning product and oleochemical 
industries, through research, education, outreach and science-based 
advocacy.

• ACI is dedicated to advancing public understanding of the safety and benefits 
of cleaning products, and protecting the ability of its members to formulate 
products that best meet consumer needs. 

• ACI serves both its members and the public by developing and sharing 
information about industry products with the technical community, policy 
makers, childcare and health professionals, educators, media and consumers. 



ACI Government Affairs
• Government Affairs Structure

– Three Member Team
• Priority State Legislative Issues 

– Chemical Management
– Environmentally Preferable Procurement (EPP)
– Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
– Ingredient Communication

• Operational Strategy
– Committees & Task Forces
– Coalitions
– Consultants



State Legislative Monitoring
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State Legislative Monitoring

Areas We Watch

•Political Landscapes 

•Physical Environment

•Policy Groups

•Population Levels/Jurisdiction



Case Study: Phosphate

1970s – 1990s 

Numerous local 
governments pass 

restrictions on the use 
of phosphates

2000s

ACI engaged in 
alignment of phosphate 
levels in consumer, and 

institutional and 
industrial (I&I) 

phosphate automatic 
dishwasher (autodish) 

detergent uses

July 1, 2010

Effective date of 18 state 
laws for a reduction of 

phosphorus in 
household automatic 

dishwashing detergents 
to a maximum 0.5% by 

weight

July 1, 2013

Effective date of 3 state 
laws for a reduction of 

phosphorus in 
institutional and 

industrial (I&I) autodish
detergent to a 

maximum 0.5% by 
weight



 ILLINOIS (SB376) – Signed into law on August 13, 2007

 INDIANA (HB 1120) – Signed by the governor on March 3, 2008

 MARYLAND (SB766 & HB1131) – Signed into law April 24, 2007

 MASSACHUSETTS (SB536) – Signed into law on February 21, 2008

 MICHIGAN (Substitute 2 for SB152) – Signed into law on January 6, 2009

 MINNESOTA (Original bills SF1109/HF1382; omnibus SF1312) – Signed the bill 

into law on May 25, 2007.

 MONTANA (SB 200) – Signed into law April 16, 2009

 NEW HAMPSHIRE (HB 350) – Signed into law on July 30, 2009

 NEW YORK – A. 8914 was signed by Governor Paterson on July 15, 2010

 OHIO (SB214) – Signed into law June 3, 2008

 OREGON – Signed into law on June 11, 2009

 PENNSYLVANIA (SB1017) – Signed into law on May 13, 2008

 SOUTH CAROLINA (H3470) – Signed into law on February 22, 2012

 UTAH (H.B 303) – Signed into law on March 14, 2008

 VERMONT (SB137) – Signed bill into law on May 16, 2007

 VIRGINIA (HB233) – Signed into law on February 22, 2008

 WASHINGTON STATE (HB2263) – Signed into law March 27, 2006

 WISCONSIN  (AB 281) – Signed into law on November 12, 2009

Case Study: Phosphate
State Adoptions

Orange:
Household
Yellow: 
Household & 
I&I 



Case Study: Phosphate
Municipal Engagement

• Akron, Ohio
– 1970 Municipal code calls for a 

zero-p standard in dish detergents
 Code allows for a variance two-

years in length
 ACI had previously requested and 

received two-year variances 
throughout the life of the 
municipal code

 Successfully worked with Akron 
Health Commission and City 
Council in 2013 to amend the 
Ordinance and establish the same 
standards as other states



Local Legislative Monitoring
Background



Local Legislative Monitoring
ACI Efforts to Date

• Targeted Automatic Searches & Notifications

– ACI priority issues

– Relevant committee calendar updates

• Members Only Website Tool

– Links to city & county resources

– Tips on navigating legislative databases

– Information on city & county legislative processes



Local Legislative Monitoring
Members Only Website Tool



Local Legislative Monitoring
Members Only Website Tool



Social Media
Twitter Customization
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