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Why engage?
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• Media relations can be an 
important and influential 
complementary action to your 
advocacy activities (influence 
the debate).

• Raise awareness on a specific 
issue – localise a national 
strategy.

• Raise profile and drive the 
agenda (debates are 
happening anyway).
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Media evolution and the Brussels press
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Updating…
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Media evolution and the Brussels press
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What the journalists say…
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“It would be a more efficient use of everybody’s time if some 
people were able to think a little bit more carefully about 
targeting their audience. I would get all sorts of emails about 
matters that I’m never ever going to be concerned with for the 
column.”

“When someone gets in touch with you who has a clear idea 
of who you are, what you’re covering and what your interests 
are and what you may like to cover in the future and they have 
something useful for you, that’s absolutely fantastic.”

Tom Nuttall, Charlemagne columnist, The Economist



How to work effectively with Brussels media

EU-watching media landscape
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What skills does a Brussels journalist require?
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The media relationship
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The need for a message house
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Umbrella statement

Key 
Message 1

Foundation – Proof points

Key 
Message 2

Key 
Message 3
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Tailoring messages
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• Three to four (maximum) concise statements

• What you want most your audience to know (and 
remember) – this is your opportunity!

• Offer consistency and coherence through repetition

Q KM A
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Crafting a memorable message
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Crafting a memorable message
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Crafting a memorable message
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“

”
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Adding colour to your messages
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• Idioms
« Britain is better prepared for zombies than Brexit »

• Metaphors
“It takes two to tango. The EU needs to take into account…”

• Analogies
«Hoping British science would do as well if we weren’t [in the EU] is 
like imagining Lionel Messi would be the player he was without the 
Barcelona first team playing all round him»
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10 tips on working with the press
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1. Know your goals

2. Have something compelling and relevant to say

3. Take aim with care

4. Do your homework

5. Tell your story well

6. Meet the journalist half-way

7. Never drop your guard

8. Be realistic

9. Right wrongs the right way

10. Don’t give up
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Thank you!
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Questions?



THANKS!

SAY HELLO!
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