
Public Affairs Council
Manage Your World

Membership Orientation
July 21, 2015



Today’s Agenda

1. Our Profile
2. Case Study
3. What We Do

 Expertise
 Education
 Community

4. How to Get Involved 



Your Hosts
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Hannah Wesolowski
Senior Manager, Political 
Involvement Practice

Joyce Berman
Deputy Director, Member Engagement

Caryn Seligman
Senior Director



Public Affairs Council Profile

Year Founded
Total Members

Total People Active
Events Per Year

Total Staff
Office Locations

Politics

1954
690 organizations
8,000
110
23
Washington/Brussels
Nonpartisan/Nonpolitical



Who Are Our Members?





Where Are the Members Located?
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Formal Mission Statement 

To advance the field of public affairs and 
provide tools and resources that 

enable public affairs executives and managers 
to achieve their business and professional goals. 



Manage Your World



What is Public Affairs?

“Public affairs represents an 
organization's efforts to 
monitor and manage its 
business environment.”



Knowledge Areas

• Government relations strategy and management
• Grassroots and ally development
• PACs and campaign finance
• Digital and social media
• Corporate social responsibility
• Communications
• Global public affairs
• Legal and ethics compliance
• Issues management
• Measurement and evaluation



What We Believe

1. Organizations need to integrate their strategies.
2. Good ideas are invented everywhere.
3. Learning never stops.



What We Do

Expertise Executive Education

Community



Case Study: Large Corporate PAC



Strategy Session with 
Political Director



Follow-up Materials



PAC Advisory Board Presentation
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Expertise



Sample Questions 
Council Staff Can Address

• How can I motivate my grassroots activists?
• Can you give me some creative ideas for my next PAC solicitation?
• How do I manage a 50-state government relations program?
• What is the difference between a corporate foundation and a 

corporate giving program?
• What are examples of ways that companies have successfully used 

social media to achieve public affairs objectives?
• Where can I get training about federal lobbying disclosure rules?

• How can I build a global public affairs function from scratch?



Guest Speakers for Your Meetings

• Corporate Public Affairs Best Practices
• Effectively Using Social Media for Public Affairs
• Public Affairs and Corporate Citizenship: Finding 

Common Ground
• Integrating Communications with Government Relations
• Best Practices in PAC Fundraising and Communications
• The Five Pillars of Grassroots
• Considerations for Staffing a Global Function
• Strategic Planning for a Global Public Affairs Team



Research & Benchmarking Reports

• Please visit pac.org/publications for complete list



Legal Guidance
• Prominent election law attorney Ken 

Gross available to members for legal 
advice on federal & state 
– PAC & campaign finance rules
– Lobbying registration information  

(including grassroots)
– Ethics laws
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Ken Gross



News & Analysis



Public Affairs Pulse Survey



II.  Executive Education



Major Conferences and Seminars

• National Grassroots Conference
• National PAC Conference
• Public Affairs Institute
• Public Affairs Management Seminar
• State and Local Government Relations Conference
• Social Media and Advocacy Summit
• Political Compliance Management
• Please visit pac.org/conferences for complete list



Certificate Programs



III.  Community

• Professional Networks
– Political Involvement
– International
– Corporate Social 

Responsibility
– Washington Office 

Management
– Association Public Affairs

• Mentoring
• Board of Directors



www.pac.org/socialmedia

Social Media
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Your Website Password
• Each employee at a member 

organization has a pre-assigned, 
individual user name and password
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Questions?



Ten Ways to Get Involved Today
1. Join a Council network
2. Connect with the Council on social media
3. Become a mentor or mentee
4. Enroll in a certificate program
5. Join a conference advisory board
6. Volunteer to be a conference speaker
7. Mark your calendar for upcoming events
8. Download online resources 
9. Add pac@pac.org to your “safe senders” list
10. Contact us with any questions
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