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The 
Basics

House
• 150 members
• 83 Republicans/67 Democrats*
• Two-year terms 

Senate
• 31 members
• 22 Republicans/19 Democrats
• Four-year terms*



2019 
Session 

Stats

• 7541 House/Senate bills & joint 
resolutions filed
• 1439 bills & joint resolutions passed
• 56 Bills vetoed

Favorite veto
HCR 86  Designating the Bowie knife as the 
official state knife of Texas.



2019 
Major 

Legislation

• $251 b. budget
• School finance reform
• Property tax reform
• Disaster planning/response 
• Opioid abuse prevention



“Texas Democrats 
shut out of statewide 
office longer than 
Democrats in other 
states”
PolitiFact Texas    September 26, 2012



Interim
Issues

• Election cycle
• Speaker scandal 

• Interim studies 
• Regulatory activity 



2021
Session 

Calendar

Pre-filing                         November 9, 2020
Session begins               January 12, 2021
Bill filing deadline*       March 12, 2021
Sine die                           May 31, 2021
Veto deadline                June 20, 2021



Likely to 
Dominate in  

2021 

• Redistricting 
• Budget 



A Few 
Tips 

• Start early 
• Contact bill author/staff before the 

hearing – esp. if you oppose
• Communicate with committee and 

leadership policy staff



Potential Road Hazards

• Legislative Council drafting 
• High fiscal notes 
• Dealing w/calendar committees
• Slowdown rules 
• Desk meetings
• Chubbing/Points of Order in the House 





Texas Legislature Online 

• Bill text/history
• Livestream 

hearings/session 
• Free bill tracking   
• Links to 

House/Senate sites 
• Committee info 
• Bios 
• District 

demographics



Telicon

• Monitoring
• Advanced tracking 
• Reports



Compliance Help



Contact

David Mintz
Vice President of Government Affairs
Texas Apartment Association
David@taa.org
(512) 626-0113


