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1) How can a PAC that is not currently utilizing technology get started with 
leveraging technology? 

2) What are the “basic” technology tools that PACs should have in their toolbox? 

3) What are the more “advanced” technology tools that are out there that PACs 
should consider leveraging? 

4) How are PACs utilizing social media in their fund raising efforts? 

5) Do you know of any ways that PACs have been able to utilize apps in their fund 
raising? 

6) How are eligibles looking to receive information about the PAC? What’s the 
best way to reach them?

7) What are some of the technology trends that PACs should be considering in the 
future? 

8) How can you leverage digital advertising for PACs? 

9) What free tools can PAC professionals use?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 



Steps for Pursuing a 

Technology Platform
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1. Conduct a Needs Assessment

2. Conduct an Organizational Readiness Assessment

3. Assess the Market

a. Goals & Expectations

b. Level of Engagement

c. Desired Functionality

a. Budget?

b. IT/Payroll/HR

c. Marketing/Communications/Branding

a. Peer Survey/Best Practices

b. Interview Technology Providers

c. Map Offerings to Needs & Organizational Readiness
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GETTING STARTED 

• Talk to your peers about the PAC software solution they are using. 
Ask these four questions:
• What kind of annual costs should I expect?
• How is the technical support and account services?
• What do you like/dislike about working with them? 
• What is the best/worst feature?

• Make calls to set up demos > Ask for proposals > Develop a budget

• Prepare an outline of the efficiencies you gain. How will this software 
streamline tasks and help your PAC grow? 

• Get needed approvals. Market your plan. 

• Who are other stakeholders who need to be consulted? IT/HR?

• Think about timing. When is the right time of year to do this? When 
do you have bandwidth?



Basic Technology 

• A PAC database that differentiates between existing donors and your 
non-contributing eligible class. 

• Managing receipts and disbursements that is not a spreadsheet. You 
should have a tool that is enforcing legal limits on both. 

• A suite of standard reports that minimize the endless hours of 
creating Excel spreadsheets. 



Basic Tech 

Toolbox
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PAC Database

Web/Mobile Presence

Newsletters
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Infographics
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Advanced 

Technology Tools

Video
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Budget Tracking
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Advanced 

Technology Tools
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Event Management
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Advanced 

Technology Tools
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PAC Champion Toolkit 
[mobile web apps]
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PAC Champion Toolkit 
[mobile web apps]
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PAC Champion Toolkit 
[mobile web apps]
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Voter/Consumer/

Contributor Analysis

+ Party Affiliation

Analysis of Your Eligible Class

+ Age/Demographics

+ Direct Political Giving

+ Vote Frequency

+ Interest Areas
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Voter/Consumer/Contributor Analysis

Generational BreakdownParty: Membership

Build a profile of your eligible class to help inform your 

messaging and target your solicitation effort.
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Soliciting Direct 

Contributions
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Advanced Technology

• Dynamic donor forms and web content

• Payroll deduction calculators

• Disbursement Approval Portal to facilitate multiple approvals by 
executives or your PAC Board

• Online portal for Prior Approval management

• FEC Address Switcher Management tools



Dynamic Donor Recognition



Dynamic Donor Forms and Calculators



Dynamic Disbursement Maps



Disbursement Portal



How Can You Use Social Media for Your 

PAC?

• Cautiously! 

• Talk to your PAC Counsel. 

• Develop internal guidelines. 

Know what you can say.  

What you can’t. 

• “Facilitation” is your key word. 

• Your members and 

employees hold the power

• Educate them on how they 

can help 

• Be creative within your 

guidelines

• Focus on recognition and 

aspiration
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Social Media

Utilization
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Using Apps to PAC Fundraise 



What’s the best way to reach your eligible 

class?

• Ask them! 

• There is no ONE WAY.  There is no RIGHT WAY. The 

only WRONG WAY is:  We’ve always done it this way. 

• Evolve. Experiment. Test. 

• Remember you don't have one culture. You have many 

micro-cultures. 

– Use your data

– Develop a solicitation plan for each
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Future Trends
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Future Trends 

• Smashing of Silos

– Government Affairs and Communications merging into one 

strategic Public Affairs unit.

– Focus on identifying, leveraging and deploying your 

influencers.

• Content driven. Message will matter more. 

– Content curation. Less is more. 

– Content automation. Leverage your data. Make it immediate. 

– Make it mobile. 

– Transparency and authenticity will increasingly make a 

difference to your success. 
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Free Resources
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Questions and

Discussion

Mike Young

Mike.Young@aristotle.com

Claire McDonough 

Claire.McDonough@cision.com 

Nick DeSarno

ndesarno@pac.org  


